Plasma beta-endorphin increase following electrical stunning in sheep.
Plasma concentrations of beta-endorphin were assayed in 10 sheep during the conscious state and in relation to electrical stunning. There was a 2 fold increase after stunning, and a further elevation following recovery. On this basis it is possible that recovery from electrical stunning at slaughter may cause undue distress, and it is suggested that exsanguination must be carried out promptly.